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| first spotted the Bard in an advert a year or twa back, and noticed its loose
resemblance to the full-size Filatus B4, All regulars to the FS Forum will have read my
correspondence with Steve Webb, of Steve Webb Models, and story of their World
Models shipment from China, so on July 28th, | drove up to Steve's shop located in
Frodsham, Cheshire.. to collect my new rount.

What do you get?

CIn apening the maodestly sized box, you are first greeted with the instruction manual,
decal sheet and beautifully pre-covered (foamdiveneer] wings and tail plane. On remaving
these, and then remaving a corrugated insert, you'l find the extremely well moulded and
painted, glass fibre fuselage. Yarous plastic bags contain all the fixtures and fittings
{more an these later).




Being an ARTF, the model requires a minimal amount of time to construct. As this
madel is aimed at the intermediate pilot and beyond, the instruction manual's diagrams
are wery easy to follow. It must be said though, that the photos used must have been
taken using an early production kit, as my newer model differs very slightly in a couple
of areas. Mot a complain, just an observation.

The radio gear used for this model is:- 2 ® Futaba S148'%, 2 « Hitec HS-126MG's, 1 =
Multiplex Pico 45 Hx and a 1000mAh, 4.8v battery supplied by Multicell,
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building!
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Cne bit of advice here, is to check the hinge slots have been cut deep enough, on all
flying surfaces.

Cnce the hinges had cured, the elevator was lined up and pushed onto the tail plane.
Cnce square, another few dabs of superglue have the elevator held in place!

The small horn supplied in the kit far the elevator, hadn't been cut properly, and needed
to be trimmed down to stop it fouling the rudder post. A small amount of camving with a
scalpel soon cured this.

My rnain gripe on this area, was the supplied Bowden cable used to activate the
elevator, was a tad too short, and also seemed to bind within its plastic out sleeve. A
length of 225wy was used instead, and was found to be a lot smoother in operation. The
kit supplied plastic clevis was discarded, and a small ball joint was used to actuate the
elevator instead, see photo above.

Wings

There isn't much to report on thesel. Semo lead extensions were soldered anto the
"126's" priar to gluing them in place. The ailerans were attached like the elevator,
making sure of clearances at each end, then it was just a case of making up the
pushrods and fitting the harns, then finally trimming and fitting the plastic semo

COVErS........ the job= a good un'l
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A small plywood tray is supplied to sit the chosen receiver and battery on. This was
epoxied into place, and left to cure. The Bx is held in place with Multiplex %elcro... so
much stronger than the standard stuff, yet it allows for the Bx to be remoaved at any
time.

Attention then focused on fitting the rudder. Slots need to be cut into the rudder post,
prior to fitting the Mylar hinges. Again, after checking for alignment, this was done very
guickly. The kit supplied rudder pushrod seemed to be a bit too stiff in its plastic casing.
Even after cleaning with P30, and a coating of Teflon spray, it was still the same.
Instead, | sourced a length of 185wy piano wire from Peterborough Model Centre. This
slid very freely, yet is still strong enough to resist any flexing under load.

Electrics. With all the electrical bits mounted, testing was carried out. The throws were
adjusted to what | felt looked right.

Flying

As usual, the initial test flight took place at Burrough Hill. The conditions that day
though, were far frorm ideal (8 to 10mph, MEWY. A flight of about 45 seconds took place
before | lost out, and landed with a thump. The fuz had taken the shock loading well,
with only a couple of minor cracks in the paint. The skin on the rudder post had split
slightly, but was soon sorted with a dab of Cyano.

The next testing session happened just over a week later. The wind was much stranger
this time (15 to 28mph], but again, still coming from the Rarth. The turbulence was
horrendous as the wind was rolling over the trees, but | decided that | was going to give
the Bard a throw.
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cleaner air. With the C/G set as per instructions, a C/G test was pedormed at height. ..
with no dramas.

Even in a wery lumpy sky, the Bard was wery stable, with crisp contrals. After about twa
or three minutes, some aerobatics were tried. . loops.. rolls. . stall turns, effortless! There
was a lot of weak lit around, but all the same the Bard sniffed it out, and would climb
very gracefully. After my 15 min buzzer started, | prepared myself far landing.

The Bard came in guite rapid, and curled in for a "Bomber Command” style approach.
With her nose into wind, she behaved really well, with no intentions of tip stalling at low
speed.... impressive, even in bad airl The final touchdown was a total non-event!

Conclusions
What can | say? I'm really impressed at the quality of this kit, and the ease of which it
goes together. She's very pretty, and has the feel of samething a lot mare expensive.

The Bard needs at least a 15mph blow, minimum. In good air, this model is going to be
totally delightful, smooth and a joy to watch, At just aver 2 metres span, she'll fit in most

cars with ease, and her pretty looks will appeal to those who are looking for something
of a scale nature.

Controls are responsive, and precise.. ... .ideal for getting out of sticky situations!
Even after just one 15-minute flight, | already feel at home with the Bard.

Well done, YWarld Models! A cracking model, for pennies!

Py rating? 89 out of 100!




