THE WORLD MODELS
ULTIVMIATE EP ARF

BY: Mike Lee

AN UPGRADE TO THE PITTS SPECIAL AND MORE

One of the most eye-opening biplanes to take to the skies in modern times
has to be the Ultimate Biplane. Originally intending to upgrade the looks and
the performance of the Pitts Special, the designers ended up with an entirely
new airplane that was used extensively for flying aerobatics. Naturally, this
aircraft is very popular with the modeling public, and this review deals with
a nice, small airfield version by The World Models, the Ultimate EP.
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RC SPORT FLYER

ith a 36-in. wingspan,

the Ultimate EP may

seem  compact by
the numbers, but this illusion
disappears once you start putting
the airplane together. The
structure is all wood, using balsa
and plywood that is laser cut and
jigassembled. As an almost-ready-
to-fly (ARF) airplane, this model is
going to get from box to runway
quickly, so let’s dig in.

System Check

Before putting the Ultimate EP
down on the runway, we performed
full systems and range checks with




both motor off and motor running.
You can never be too safe! Our
system check included making
sure we had the control movement
set correctly. Our initial set-up was
in accordance with the instruction
manual:

Control Throws

Up Down
Elevator: 15 mm 15 mm
Aileron: 05 mm 05 mm

Rudder: +/-30 mm

I used only high rate controls
during my set-up, as there was no
recommendation for high and low
rates. None of these settings are
sufficient for performing radical
3-D type flying, as the model was
not intended for that use.

In Flight

Our first flights were performed
on a calm morning with a
temperature of about 68 degrees.
All controls were given a final
check. We set the Ultimate EP on
the dirt airfield strip for its launch,
and the airplane was given 3/4
throttle for the takeoff. The Ultimate
EP consumed only 40 ft of ground
to get airborne. John reported two
clicks of down elevator trim to get
it flying hands-off.

The handling of the Ultimate
EP was surprisingly good. It felt
like a larger aircraft, with a solid
feel and nothing funny going on.
Rolls were very axial for a biplane,
requiring very little elevator

as the airplane rolled through @

The tailwheel on the Ultimate is nicely done as shown here. Notice how it mates to
the rudder and hinges through a plastic hinge.

A look at the front motor mount shows the interlocking plywood parts that make
for a strong mount. Note the laser cutting.
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