Modelled on the

full-size Velox
Revolution Il

prototype, WM's
rendition is a real

116

eye-catcher.

| RCMI&E

' ’ve always had a soft spot for

~ scale, or at least semi-scale,

" aerobatic models. Long-time
readers of RCM&E may recall that in
the mid ‘90s | designed and built a
two metre span, O.S. 140-powered
Laser 200 for use in F3A competition.
This followed Dennis Van Der
Tooren’s 1993 victory at the Barkston
Nationals with his stretched Extra, a
period in F3A’s evolution during
which, | believed, competition
aerobatics would lean towards
favouring semi-scale models of this
type. | was wrong, and what with
other interests in life getting in the
way, | never actually flew my Laser in

front of the judges. However, |
digress. When Graham offered me
the chance to review the World
Models Velox Rev Il - 60, | jumped at
the chance for this, dear reader, is my
sort of aeroplane!

As the model is an ARTF | won't
bore you with the assembly process,
which is typical of the type and will
be obvious to anyone contemplating
building their own Velox. What | will
do, though, is highlight any particular
problem areas or points of note.

ALL ABOUT

Removing the airframe components
from the box, | noticed that the film

covering had a few wrinkles in it. I'm
not sure what make of film this is, but
it seems pretty thick and | found it
difficult to shrink. Truth is, | was a
little concerned about getting the iron
too hot and burning a hole,
particularly as the colour scheme is
quite elaborate and making a
seamless repair would be tricky!
When the review’s published, I'll bite
the bullet, turn the iron up and see if
can completely eliminate the
wrinkles, but I'm satisfied for now.
Whilst checking over the wing panels
| noted that each individual wing
weighed 120z (340g). This is
astonishing when | recall the effort it
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took to produce F3A model wings of
this weight. Quite remarkable.

At first glance the instruction leaflet,
consisting of numbered sequences
with photographs and diagrams,
seemed good, however, during the
build (assembly?) process there were
several occasions when | wished for a
little more detail. For example, when
fitting the cowl, one is left to guess
where the retaining screws are
supposed to locate on the fuselage.
Speaking of which, the cowl is a
beautiful fibreglass item that’s
packaged with a second, transparent
plastic version. The idea here is that
you cut the necessary holes for the
needle valve, exhaust etc. in the
plastic one, then used it as a template
to transfer the positions to the
fibreglass item. This is a great idea,
but the actual execution lets it down a
little, The transparent cowl is split into
two (horizontally) in order that it can
be removed from the fibreglass cowl,
but once split it's almost impossible to
place it accurately onto the fuselage. |
ended up attempting to tape it in
position, making the cut-outs and then
doing the best | could in terms of
placing the transparent cowl onto the
fibreglass item. In the end | managed
a reasonable job, but | couldn’t help
feel the process could have been
better. Perhaps | missed something,

World Models have
a reputation for
making quality ARTF
kits and, having
buift the Velox, | can
see why.

A standard no-frills
steerable tail wheel
does the job.

Like all models of
this type, the Velox
goes where its put.
In this respect,
then, the flight
envelope is down to
the power on tap
and pilot ability.
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