iT REVIEW | Retro pattern ship

ALEX WHITTAKER DONS PAISLEY SHIRT, HIPSTER FLARES
AND WET-LOOK BOOTS FOR A TASTE OF RETRO AEROBATICS

I really warm to
those hunky good
looks. Mind you, |

can remember such
models the first time
around!

o lines of thought have long
intertwined inside the rabid
i Whittaker bonce. The first
concerns the re-popularisation of
classic, no-frills, pattern aerobatics
for ordinary club flyers such as you
and |. The second involves chumming
up to some of these new retro
aerobatic ARTFs currently entering
the market. You know, those fishy-
looking aerobats that first took hold
in the early ‘70s in the hands of
famed Hanno Prettner and glorious
Wolfgang Matt, and which have
influenced aerobatic designs ever
since. Anyhow, a recent trip to Steve
Webb Models led me to take home
the new Mk. Il version of World
Models’ Intruder, an elegant, classic,
cab-forward design with swept wings
and an oh so long moment arm to
complement those large tail feathers.
Now, World Models occupy their
own special niche in ARTFdom. Its
kits are neither ‘silly expensive’ nor
bargain basement, yet the quality is
undeniable and you always get very
good value for your hard-earned

World Models”
Intruder Mk.Ilis a
classic aerobatic
pattern ship.

shekels. | have five World Models
aircraft in my fleet and the fact that |
gladly bought them all with my own
lolly must tell you something?

WHAT'’S IN THE BOX
There's a noteworthy fact that always
mystifies me about ARTFs. You see,

the Intruder’s wings and tail feathers
are ready constructed, beautifully
covered in film and fitted with
pre-hinged control surfaces. What's
more, the fuselage is built and
covered, whilst the cowl is moulded
and sprayed. Most of the building
involves simply working your way
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This model is clearly a well
thought out, quality product.

| Alex Whittaker

through the numbered plastic bags,
which thoughtfully tally with the
picture instruction book, bolting or
screwing things on as you go. Even
s0, it still took me five daylight days
to complete the model. How so? Well,
the quality was so evident, | was
determined to fit it all correctly.
What's more, | had a weather eye on
what | hope will be a long operational
life. Yes, the instructions had a few
kinks where | scratched my head, i.e.
details of the engine installation, the
wing and tail fitments, and decoding
which pushrod was which. However,
after a cup of coffee and a little
thought, it all unravelled quite
satisfactorily. All you really have to
do is properly study the little
drawings, for the answers lie within.
Incidentally, all the servo trays are
installed, as are the plastic outer
tubes for the piano wire pushrods.
Moreover, all the supplied
accessories were up to the job. |
threw away the naff plastic spinner,
but kept the poly bags from the wings
to resist bench rash.

AEROBATIC THOROUGHBRED
This is a pukka aerobatic ship, and
although it's straightforward to put
together, it does need to be built
square and true at every stage. So, |
slowed right down, engaged low gear
and checked / double-checked
everything before | secured it. You
know that this is a serious aerobat
when you note the tailplane assembly
with its individual variable-incidence
flying surfaces. This is not an
all-moving tailplane to give pitch
control, since the Intruder retains
normal elevators. Rather, the datum of
the tailplane may be set on the bench,
then tweaked after trimming flights.
This datum is usually 0°, though the
instructions do not mention any
figure. This, of course, allows you to
fine-tune the model so that she
performs exactly the same way when
flying either upright or inverted. It also
allows you to take any incipient

twisting moments out of climbs and
dives. Instead of tweaking the elevator
flying trim, you land the model and
physically alter the angle of the
individual tailplane halves with an
Allen key. A skilled aerobaticist will
thus be able to dial out many
unwanted trim changes by patient
adjustment. The result of all this sees
the tailplane halves mounted on alloy
tubes which act as incidence bearings,

This excellent servo
mounting plate
makes fitting wing-
mounted ailerons

a cinch. You can
also buy these
separately!
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